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Chapters 31-36 p. 657-735 

Ch. 31 Common Grace  p. 657-668 

1. Before you read this chapter, did you have a different viewpoint on whether 
unbelievers deserved the ordinary benefits of the world around them? How has your 
perspective changed, if at all? 

2. As you look around the place where you are at this moment, can you name at least 
twenty different examples of common grace that you can see? How does that make 
you feel? 

3. How has this chapter changed the way you view creative activities such as music, 
art, architecture, or poetry, or (something that is very similar) the creativity 
expressed in athletic activities? 

     
4. If you are kind to an unbeliever and he or she never comes to accept Christ, has it 

done any good in God's sight (see Matt. 5:44-45; Luke 6:32-36)? What good has it 
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done? Why do you think that God is good even to those who will never be saved--in 
what way does it further his purposes for the universe? 

Ch. 32  Election and Reprobation  p. 669-691 

1. Do you think that God chose you individually to be saved before he created the 
world?  

Do you think he did it on the basis of the fact that he knew you would believe in Christ, 
or was it "unconditional election," not based on anything that he foresaw in you that 
made you worthy of his love?  

No matter how you answered the previous question, explain how your answer makes 
you feel when you think about yourself in relationship to God. 

2. In what way does the doctrine of election give you any comfort or assurance about 
your future? 

3. After reading this chapter, do you honestly feel that you would like to give thanks or 
praise to God for choosing you to be saved? Do you sense any unfairness in the fact 
that God did not decide to save everyone? 

4. What effect do you think this chapter will have on your motivation for evangelism? 
Is this a positive or negative effect?  

Can you think of ways in which the doctrine of election can be used as a positive 
encouragement to evangelism (see 1 Thess. 1:4-5; 2 Tim. 2:10)? 
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5. Whether you adopt a Reformed or Arminian perspective on the question of election, 
can you think of some positive benefits in the Christian life that those who hold the 
opposite position from yours seem more frequently to experience than you do?  

Even though you do not agree with the other position, can you list some helpful 
concerns or practical truths about the Christian life that you might learn from that 
position?  

Is there anything that Calvinists and Arminians could do to bring about greater 
understanding and less division on this question? 

Ch. 33 The Gospel Call  p. 692-698 

1. Can you remember the first time you heard the gospel and responded to it? Can you 
describe what it felt like in your heart? Do you think the Holy Spirit was working to 
make that gospel call effective in your life? Did you resist it at the time? 

2. In your explanation of the gospel call to other people, have some elements been 
missing?  

If so, what difference would it make if you added those elements to your explanation of 
the gospel?  

What is the one thing most needed to make your proclamation of the gospel more 
effective? 
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3. Do you understand the elements of the gospel call clearly enough to present them 
to others?  

List four or five appropriate verses that you could easily turn to in the Bible to find that 
would explain the gospel call clearly to people? Are they marked in your Bible?  Do you 
know where they are? (Memorizing the elements of the gospel call and the verses that 
explain it should be one of the first disciplines of anyone's Christian life.) 

Ch. 34 Regeneration  p. 669-708 

1. If you (or friends who come to you) are not sure whether you have been born 
again, what would Scripture encourage you to do in order to gain greater assurance 
(or to be truly born again for the first time)? (Note: further discussion of repentance 
and saving faith is given in the next chapter.) 

2. Have you thought before that regeneration is prior to saving faith? Are you 
convinced of it now, or is there still some question in your mind? 

3. What do you think about the fact that your regeneration was totally a work of God, 
and that you contributed nothing to it?  

How does it make you feel toward yourself?  

How does it make you feel toward God?  

By way of analogy, how do you feel about the fact that when you were born physically 
you had no choice in the matter? 
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4. Do you think it is possible for a person to be regenerated and then stagnate 
spiritually so that there is little or no growth?  

What circumstances might a person live in that would lead to such spiritual stagnation 
and lack of growth (if that is possible), even though the person was truly born again?  

To what degree does the kind of church one attends, the teaching one receives, the 
kind of Christian fellowship one has, and the regularity of one's personal time of Bible 
reading and prayer, affect one's own spiritual life and growth? 

5. If regeneration is entirely a work of God and human beings can do nothing to bring 
it about, then what good does it do to preach the gospel to people at all? Is it 
somewhat absurd or even cruel to preach the gospel and ask for a response from 
people who cannot respond because they are spiritually dead? How do you resolve 
this question? 

Ch. 36 Justification  p. 722-735 

1. Are you confident that God has declared you "not guilty" forever in his sight? Do you 
know when that happened in your own life?  

2. In what way do you think the difference between the Roman Catholic and Protestant 
understanding of justification is an important one?  

Describe how you would feel about your relationship to God if you held the Roman 
Catholic view of justification. Do modern Roman Catholics you know seem to hold to 
this traditional Roman Catholic view of justification, or do they have another view? 
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