
Joshua’s Men - Grudem  
~Renewing the Mind~ 

The Doctrine of the Future and End Times 
Question/Application Sheet  

Chapters 54-57 p. 1091-1167 
Chapter 44 p. 859-864 only (I guess you can read  
more if you want to, but this is the section that’s pertinent to our discussion.) 

Ch. 54 The Return of Christ  p. 1091-1108 and p. 859-864 

1. Before reading this chapter, did you think that Christ could return at any hour?  

How did that affect your Christian life?  

Now what do you think?  

2. Do you now eagerly long for Christ's return? Have you had a greater longing for it in 
the past?  

If you do not have a very strong yearning for Christ's return, what factors in your life do 
you think contribute to that lack of longing? 

     
3. Are you ready for Christ to return today? If you knew He were going to return within 

24 hours, what situations or relationships would you want to straighten out before he 
returned?  
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Do you think that the command to "be ready" means that you should attempt to 
straighten out those things now, even if you think it unlikely that he would return today? 

Ch. 55  The Millennium  p. 1109-1139 

1. Before reading this chapter, did you have any conviction about whether Christ's 
return would be amillennial, postmillennial, or premillennial? And whether it would be 
posttribulational or pretribulational?  

If so, how has your view now changed, if at all? 

2. Explain how your present view of the millennium affects your Christian life today. 
Similarly, explain how your view of the tribulation affects your present Christian life. 

3. What might be both the positive and the negative results of a pretribulation rapture 
position in the everyday lives and attitudes of Christians? Similarly, what might be 
the positive and negative results of a posttribulation rapture position? 
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Ch. 56 Final Judgment / Eternal Punishment  p. 1140-1157 

1. Have you thought before that there will be a final judgment for believers?  

How do you think of it now?  

How does the awareness of the fact that we will all stand before the judgment seat of 
Christ affect your life today? What do you think it will feel like to have all your words and 
deeds made public on that last day?  

Is there an element of fear as you contemplate that day? If so, meditate on  
1 John 4:16-18: 

“So we know and believe the love God has for us. God is love, and he 
who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. In this is love 
perfected with us, that we may have confidence for the day of judgment 
because as he is so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but 
perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and he 
who fears is not perfected in love.” 

2. Have you previously thought very much about laying up treasures in heaven, or 
about earning greater heavenly reward? If you really believe this doctrine, what kind 
of effect do you think it should have on your life? 

3. How do you think it will feel to participate with Christ in the judging of angels, and 
indeed in the judging of the whole world (see 1 Cor. 6:2-3)? What does the fact that 
God allows us to participate in this final judgment say about our creation in the 
image of God and his purposes for us in the universe? How does that make you feel 
about yourself and your eternal relationship to God? 
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4.   Are you glad that there will be a final judgment of both believers and unbelievers? 
Does it make you feel a sense of God's justice, or do you sense some unfairness 
and injustice in the whole idea? 

5.   Is there anyone who has wronged you in the past, and whom you have had 
difficulty forgiving? Does the doctrine of final judgment help you to be more able to 
forgive that person? 

Ch. 57 The New Heavens and New Earth  p. 1158-1167 

1.   In what ways has this chapter made you more excited about entering the heavenly 
city? What positive effects on your Christian life do you think would come about 
because of a stronger longing for the life to come? 

2.   What are some ways in which you already have stored up treasure in heaven 
rather than on earth? Are there more ways you could do that in your own life now?  

3.   Sometimes people have thought that they would be bored in the life to come. Do 
you feel that way yourself? What is a good answer to the objection that the eternal 
state will be boring? 
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