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The Doctrines of Man, Sin, & Covenants  
Question/Application Sheet  

Chapters 21-25 p. 439-525 

Man  p. 439-489 

1. According to Scripture, what should be the major purpose of your life?  

If you consider the major commitments or goals of your life at the present time (with 
respect to friendships, marriage, education, job, use of money, church relationships, 
etc.), are you acting as though your goal were the one that Scripture specifies? Or do 
you have some other goals that you have acted upon (perhaps without consciously 
deciding to do so)?  

As you think about the pattern of most of your days, do you think that God delights in 
you and rejoices over you? 

2. As you look over the list of ways in which we can be more like God, can you name 
one or two areas in which growth in likeness to God has given you increasing joy in 
your life?  

In which areas would you now like to make more progress in likeness to God? 

3. Is it only Christians or all people who are in the image of God? How does that make 
you feel about your relationships to non-Christians? 
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4. Can you honestly say that you think members of the opposite sex are equally 
valuable in God's sight? 

5. How does the teaching of this chapter on differences in roles between men and 
women compare with some of the attitudes expressed in society today? 

If there are differences between what much of society is teaching and what Scripture 
teaches, what are some of the times when it will be difficult to follow Scripture?  

     
6. In your own Christian experience, are you aware that you are more than just a 

physical body, that you have a nonphysical part that might be called a soul or spirit?  

At what times do you especially become aware of the existence of your spirit?  

Can you describe what it is like to know the witness of the Holy Spirit with your spirit that 
you are God's child (Rom. 8:16), or to have in your spirit a consciousness of God's 
presence (John 4:23; Phil. 3:3), or to be troubled in your spirit (John 12:27; 13:21; Acts 
17:16; 2 Cor. 2:13), or to have your spirit worship God (Luke 1:47; Ps. 103:1), or to love 
God with all your soul (Mark 12:30)?  

By contrast, are there times when you feel spiritually dull or insensitive? Do you think 
that one aspect of Christian growth might include an increasing sensitivity to the state of 
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your soul or spirit?  In what way?  What can we do to increase our sensitivity and 
growth in that area? 

7. Before reading this chapter, did you hold to dichotomy or trichotomy?  

Now what is your view?  

If you have changed to an acceptance of dichotomy after reading this chapter, how do 
you think you will have a higher appreciation for the activities of your body, your mind, 
and your emotions?  

If you hold to trichotomy, how can you guard against some of the dangers mentioned in 
this chapter? 

8. When you are praying or singing praise to God, is it enough simply to sing or speak 
words, without being aware of what you are saying?  

Is it enough to be aware of what you are saying without really meaning it? If you really 
mean the words with your whole being, then what aspects of your person would be 
involved in genuine prayer and worship? Do you think you tend to neglect one or 
another aspect at times? 

     

Sin  p. 490-514 

1. How has reading this chapter increased your awareness of the sin remaining in your 
own life?  

How did the chapter increase in you a sense of the hatefulness of sin? Why do you not 
feel more often a deeper sense of the hatefulness of sin?  
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What do you hope the overall effect of this chapter will be on your personal relationship 
with God? 

2. Would it ultimately be more comforting to you to think that sin came into the world 
because God ordained that it would come through secondary agents, or because he 
could not prevent it, even though it was against his will?  

How would you feel about the universe and your place in it if you thought that evil had 
always existed and there was an ultimate "dualism" in the universe? 

3. Do you feel any sense of unfairness that you are counted guilty because of Adam's 
sin (if you agree that Rom. 5:12-21 teaches this)?  

How can you deal with this sense of unfairness to keep it from becoming a hindrance in 
your relationship with God?  

At a level of deep conviction, do you really think that, before being a Christian, you were 
totally unable to do any spiritual good before God? Similarly, are you deeply convinced 
that this is true of all unbelievers, or do you think that this is just a doctrine that may or 
may not be true, or at least one that you do not find deeply convincing as you look at the 
lives of the unbelievers whom you know? 

4. What kind of freedom of choice do the unbelievers whom you know actually have? 
Apart from the work of the Holy Spirit, why are you convinced that they will not 
change their fundamental rebellion against God? 
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5. How can the biblical teaching of degrees of seriousness of sin help your Christian life 
at this point?  

Have you known a sense of God's "fatherly displeasure" when you have sinned? What 
is your response to that sense? 

6. In what ways do you think that Christians today have lost sight of the hatefulness of 
sin to a large extent?  

How do unbelievers also demonstrate that they have lost sight of this?  

Why do you think that we as Christians have lost sight of the thorough going 
pervasiveness of sin in unbelievers, or the truth that the greatest problem of the human 
race, and of all societies and civilizations, is not lack of education or lack of 
communication or lack of material well-being, but sin against God? 

Sin  p. 515 -525 

1. Before reading this chapter, had you thought of your relationship to God in terms of 
a “covenant”?  Does it give you any added degree of certainty or sense of security in 
your relationship to God to know that he governs that relationship by a set of 
promises that he will never change? 

2. What role does Christ play in the covenant relationship between you and God? 
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What are the signs of participation in this covenant?  Does this understanding of the 
covenant increase your appreciation of baptism and the Lord’s Supper? 


