
Joshua’s Men - Grudem  

~“Renewing the Mind”~ 
The Doctrine of the Bible ~ Question / Application Sheet 

II Timothy 3:16-17 - All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work. 

CHAPTER 2: The Word of God ~ What are the different forms of the Word of 
God? 

1. Do you think you would pay more attention if God spoke to you from heaven or 
through the voice of a living prophet than if he spoke to you from the written words of 
Scripture? Would you believe or obey such words more readily than you do Scripture? 
Do you think your present level of response to the written words of Scripture is an 
appropriate one? What positive steps can you take to make your attitude toward 
Scripture more like the kind of attitude God wants you to have? 

Chapter 3: THE CANON OF SCRIPTURE ~ What belongs in the Bible and 
what does not belong? 

1. Why is it important to your Christian life to know which writings are God's words and 
which are not? How would your relationship with God be different if you had to look 
for his words that were scattered among all the writings of Christians throughout 
church history? How would your Christian life be different if God's words were 
contained not only in the Bible but also in the official declarations of the church 
throughout history? 
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2. Mormons, Jehovah's Witnesses, and members of other cults have claimed present-day 
revelations from God that they count equal to the Bible in authority. What reasons can 
you give to indicate the falsity of those claims? In practice, do these people treat the 
Bible as an authority equal to these other "revelations"? 

Chapter 4: THE FOUR CHARACTERISTICS OF SCRIPTURE: (1) 
AUTHORITY ~  How do we know that the Bible is God's Word?  

1. If you want to persuade someone that the Bible is God's Word, what do you want that 
person to read more than any other piece of literature? 

2. Who would try to make people want to disbelieve something in Scripture? To disobey 
something in Scripture? Is there anything in the Bible that you do not want to believe? 
To obey? If your answers to either of the preceding two questions were positive, what 
is the best way to approach and to deal with the desires you have in this area? 

3. Do you know of any proven fact in all of history that has shown something in the 
Bible to be false? Can the same be said about other religious writings such as the Book 
of Mormon or the Qur'an? If you have read in other books such as these, can you 
describe the spiritual effect they had on you? Compare that with the spiritual effect 
that reading the Bible has on you. Can you say that when you read the Bible you hear 
the voice of your Creator speaking to you in a way that is true of no other book? 
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4. Do you ever find yourself believing something not because you have external 
evidence for it but simply because it is written in Scripture? Is that proper faith, 
according to Hebrews 11:1? If you do believe things simply because Scripture says 
them, what do you think Christ will say to you about this habit when you stand before 
his judgment seat? Do you think that trusting and obeying everything that Scripture 
affirms will ever lead you into sin or away from God's blessing in your life? 

Chapter 5: THE INERRANCY OF SCRIPTURE ~ Are there any errors in the 
Bible?  

1. Why do you think the debate about inerrancy has become such a large issue in this 
century? Why do people on both sides of the question think it to be important? 

2. If you thought there were some small errors affirmed by Scripture, how do you think 
that would affect the way you read Scripture? Would it affect your concern for 
truthfulness in everyday conversation? 

3. Do you know of any Scripture texts that seem to contain errors? What are they? Have 
you tried to resolve the difficulties in those texts? If you have not found a solution to 
some text, what further steps might you try? 
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4. Does belief in inerrancy guarantee sound doctrine and a sound Christian life? How can 
Jehovah's Witnesses say that the Bible is inerrant while they themselves have so many 
false teachings? 

5. If you agree with inerrancy, do you think belief in inerrancy should be a requirement 
for church membership? For teaching a Sunday school class? For holding a church 
office such as elder or deacon? For being ordained as a pastor? For teaching at a 
theological seminary? Why or why not? 

6. When there is a doctrinal controversy in the church, what are the personal dangers 
facing those whose position is more consistent with Scripture? In particular, how 
could pride in correct doctrine become a problem? What is the solution? Do you think 
inerrancy is an important issue for the future of the church? Why or why not? How do 
you think it will be resolved? 

Chapter 6: THE FOUR CHARACTERISTICS OF SCRIPTURE: (2) CLARITY 
~ Can only Bible scholars understand the Bible rightly? 

1. If the doctrine of the clarity of Scripture is true, why does there seem to be so much 
disagreement among Christians about the teaching of the Bible? Observing the 
diversity of interpretations of Scripture, some conclude, "People can make the Bible 
say anything they want." How do you think Jesus would respond to this statement? 

2. What would happen to the church if most believers gave up reading the Bible for 
themselves and only listened to Bible teachers or read books about the Bible? If you 
thought that only expert scholars could understand the Bible rightly, what would 
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happen to your personal reading of Scripture? Has this already happened to some 
extent in your life or in the lives of those you know? 

3. Do you think that there are right and wrong interpretations of most or all passages of 
Scripture? If you thought the Bible was generally unclear, how would your answer 
change? Will a conviction about the clarity of Scripture affect the care you use when 
studying a text of Scripture? Will it affect the way you approach Scripture when trying 
to gain a biblical answer to some difficult doctrinal or moral problem? 

4. Church leaders at the time of Martin Luther said they wanted to keep the Bible in 
Latin to prevent the common people from reading it and then misinterpreting it. 
Evaluate this argument. Why do you think Martin Luther was so anxious to translate 
the Bible into German? Why do you think church leaders in previous centuries have 
persecuted and even killed men--like William Tyndale in England--who were 
translating the Bible into the language of the people? Why is the task of Bible 
translation into other languages so important a part of the work of missions? 

Chapter 7: THE FOUR CHARACTERISTICS OF SCRIPTURE: (3) 
NECESSITY ~ For what purposes is the Bible necessary? How much can people 
know about God without the Bible? 

1. When you are witnessing to an unbeliever, what is the one thing above all others that 
you should want him or her to read? Do you know of anyone who ever became a 
Christian without either reading the Bible or hearing someone tell him or her what the 
Bible said? What then is the primary task of an evangelistic missionary? How should 
the necessity of Scripture affect our missionary orientation? 
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2. Do you nourish your soul on the spiritual food of the Word as carefully and diligently 
as you nourish your body on physical food? What makes us so spiritually insensitive 
that we feel physical hunger much more acutely than spiritual hunger? What is the 
remedy? 

3. When we are actively seeking to know God's will, where should we spend most of our 
time and effort? In practice, where do you spend most of your time and effort when 
seeking to find God's will? Do God's principles in Scripture and the apparent guidance 
we receive from feelings, conscience, advice, circumstances, human reasoning, or 
society ever seem to conflict? How should we seek to resolve the conflict? 

Chapter 8: THE FOUR CHARACTERISTICS OF SCRIPTURE: (4) 
SUFFICIENCY ~ Is the Bible enough for knowing what God wants us to think 
or do? 

1. In the process of growing in the Christian life and deepening your relationship with 
God, approximately how much emphasis have you placed on reading the Bible itself 
and how much on reading other Christian books? In seeking to know God's will for 
your daily life, what is the relative emphasis you have put on reading Scripture itself 
and on reading other Christian books? Do you think the doctrine of the sufficiency of 
Scripture will cause you to place more emphasis on reading Scripture itself? 

2. What are some of the doctrinal or moral questions you are wondering about? Has this 
chapter increased your confidence in the ability of Scripture to provide a clear answer 
for some of those questions? 
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3. Have you ever wished that the Bible would say more than it does about a certain 
subject? Or less? What do you think motivated that wish? After reading this chapter, 
how would you approach someone who expressed such a wish today? How is God's 
wisdom shown in the fact that he chose not to make the Bible a great deal longer or a 
great deal shorter than it actually is? 

4. If the Bible contains everything we need God to tell us for obeying him perfectly, 
what is the role of the following in helping us to find God's will for ourselves: advice 
from others; sermons or Bible classes; our consciences; our feelings; the leading of the 
Holy Spirit as we sense him prompting our inward desires and subjective impressions; 
changes in circumstances; the gift of prophecy (if you think it can function today)? 

5. In the light of this chapter, how would you find God's "perfect" will for your life? Is it 
possible that there would be more than one "perfect" choice in many decisions we 
make? (Consider Ps. 1:3 and 1 Cor. 7:39 in seeking an answer.) 

6. Have there been times when you have understood the principles of Scripture well 
enough with regard to a specific situation but have not known the facts of the 
situation well enough to know how to apply those scriptural principles correctly? In 
seeking to know God's will, can there be any other things we need to know except (a) 
the teaching of Scripture and (b) the facts of the situation in question, together with 
(c) skill in applying (a) to (b) correctly? What then is the role of prayer in seeking 
guidance? What should we pray for? 
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