
Joshua’s Men - Grudem  
~“Renewing the Mind”~ 
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Question/Application Sheet  

Chapters 37-38 p. 736-762 
Chapters 40-43 p. 788-850 

Ch. 37 Adoption  p. 736-745 

1. Look back over the list of privileges that come with our adoption as God's children. 
Now how do you feel about the fact that God has adopted you into his family compared 
with the way you felt before reading this chapter? 

    2. Has your relationship with your own human family become better or more difficult 
as a result of your becoming a Christian? If your relationship with your earthly family has 
become more difficult, how have you found Mark 10:29-30 to be true in your life as a 
Christian? 

    3. Sometimes people who have had unloving or cruel earthly fathers have found that 
their background creates difficulty in their thinking about God and relating to him as a 
heavenly Father. How can Hebrews 12:10, Matthew 7:11, and Luke 11:13, which 
contrast sinful earthly fathers with our perfect Father in heaven, be of help in that 
situation? Might 1 Peter 1:18 be helpful in this situation as well?  
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Ch. 38  Sanctification p. 746-762 

1. Have you sensed a clear break from the ruling power and love of sin in your life?  
Do you really believe that you are even now dead to the ruling power and love of sin in 
your life?  

How can this truth of the Christian life be of help to you in specific areas of your life 
where you still need to grow in sanctification? 

    2. As you look back over the last few years of your Christian life, can you see a 
pattern of definite growth in sanctification?  

What are some things that you used to delight in which no longer interest you?  

What are some things that you used to have no interest in that now hold great interest 
for you? 

    3. In living the Christian life, have you maintained a balance between your passive 
role and your active role in sanctification, or have you tended to emphasize one aspect 
over the other, and why?  

What might you do to correct this imbalance, if there is one in your life? 

    4. Have you thought previously that sanctification affects your intellect and the way 
you think? What areas of your intellect still need quite a bit of growth in sanctification?  
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With regard to your emotions, in what areas do you know that God still needs to work to 
bring about greater sanctification?  

Ch. 40 Perseverance of Saints  p. 788-809 

1. Do you have assurance that you are truly born again?  

What evidence do you see in your own life to give you that assurance?  

Do you think that God wants true believers to go on throughout life worrying about 
whether they are really born again, or to have firm assurance that they are his people? 
(See 1 John 5:13)  

Have you seen a pattern of growth in your Christian life over time?  

Are you trusting in your own power to keep on believing in Christ, or in God's power to 
keep your faith active and alive? 

   2. If you have doubts about whether you are truly born again, what is it in your life that 
is giving reason for those doubts?  

What would Scripture encourage you to do to resolve those doubts (see 2 Peter 1:5-11; 
also Matt. 11:28-30; John 6:37)?  

    3. Have you known people, perhaps in your church, whose "fruit" is always 
destructive or divisive or harmful to the ministry of the church and the faith of others?  

How is it possible that people would profess agreement with every true Christian 
doctrine and still not be born again?  What are some verses that warn us of such a 
possibility? 



!  4

What are some more reliable evidences of genuine conversion other than intellectual 
adherence to sound doctrine? 

Ch. 41  Death p. 810-827 

1.  What, if anything, do you fear about death?  

Do you think that these fears have come from the influence of the world around you or 
from Scripture? How would the teachings of Scripture encourage you to deal with these 
fears? 

 Has this chapter changed your feelings about your own death in any way?  

2. Have you previously believed in the doctrine of purgatory? If you no longer believe in 
it now, can you describe the way the doctrine made you feel, and the way you now feel 
emotionally about the fact that that doctrine is not true and there is no such place as 
purgatory? 

Ch. 42 Glorification  p. 828-849 

1. Do you have a great longing for the future resurrection that gives you this kind of 
sentiment in your heart as well?  If not, why do you not have the same perspective 
on the resurrection of the body that Paul did?  (See I Corinthians 15:19, 32)   

Ch. 43 Union with Christ  p. 840-850 

1. Before reading this chapter, had you thought of yourself as being united with Christ 
from the point of God's choosing you before the foundation of the world to the point of 
going to be with him in heaven forever?  



!  5

How does this idea change the way you think of yourself and your own life?  

How does it affect the way you think of difficulties that you may be experiencing at this 
time? 


