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The Doctrines of God’s Providence,  
Miracles & Prayer  

Question/Application Sheet  

Providence of God  p.  315-354 

1. Has thinking about the doctrine of providence increased your trust in God?  

How has it changed the way you think about the future?  

Are there difficulties or hardships in your life at this time? Give an example of a specific 
difficulty that you are now facing and explain how the doctrine of providence will help 
you in the way you think about it. 

2. Do you sometimes think of luck or chance as causing events that happen in your life?  
Is there anything in your life that you considered God had nothing to do with? 

Now think for a moment about some events that you might have attributed to luck in the 
past. Instead, begin to think about those events as under the control of your wise and 
loving heavenly Father. How does that make you feel differently about them and about 
the future generally? 

3. Do you ever fall into a pattern of little "superstitious" actions or rituals that you think 
will bring good luck or prevent bad luck (such as not walking under a ladder, being 
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afraid when a black cat walks across your path, not stepping on cracks on a sidewalk, 
carrying a certain item "just for good luck," etc.)?  

How do you think those actions tend to affect your trust in God during the day and your 
obedience to him? 

4. Explain how a proper understanding of the doctrine of providence should lead a 
Christian to a more active prayer life.   

How does a proper understanding of the providence of God differ from fatalism? 

5. What has been the overall effect of this chapter on how you think and feel about God 
and the events of your life? 

Miracles   p. 355-375 

1. When you first came to faith in Christ, did the stories of miracles in the Bible have 
any influence (negative or positive) on your believing the message of Scripture? 
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2. Before reading this chapter, have you thought of the church at the time of the New 
Testament as a church with frequent miracles?  

Have you thought of the contemporary church as one with frequent miracles?  

After reading this chapter, how has your position changed, if at all? 

3. If you think that miracles should be characteristic of the church until Christ returns, 
then why have we not seen very many miracles at many points in the history of the 
church, and why do we not see many miracles in large sections of the Christian 
church today? 

4. Define “cessationist”.  If you hold this position, are there other passages of Scripture 
that lead you to believe this besides the one Wayne Grudem mentions?   

Write out Wayne Grudem’s definition of a miracle.  Do you agree with this definition, 
why or why not?  Do you think this definition could change your thoughts on whether or 
not miracles are still being performed today? 

Prayer p.  376-396 
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1.  Do you often have difficulty with prayer? What things in this chapter have been 
helpful to you in this regard? 

2. When have you known the most effective times of prayer in your own life?  

What factors contributed to making those times more effective?  

Which other factors need most attention in your prayer life? What can you do to 
strengthen each of these areas? 

3. How does it help and encourage you (if it does) when you pray together with other 
Christians? 

4.  Have you ever tried waiting quietly before the Lord after making an earnest prayer 
request? If so, what has been the result? 

5. Do you have a regular time each day for private Bible reading and prayer?  

Are you sometimes easily distracted and turned aside to other activities? If so, how can 
distractions be overcome? 

6. Do you enjoy praying? Why or why not?


