
CONNECT 
Break the Ice: 

• Millennials are those people born between 1980 and 2000. Why is it important for the 
church to reach out to millennials? 

• What sets the millennial generation apart from previous generations? 

Prayer: 
Ask God to guide your group through this week’s study about millennials. 

GROW 
Introduction 
Millennials won't attend churches that are answering questions that nobody is asking.  
-Frank Powell 

We often think of missions work through the lens of sending people to other countries and 
cultures.  When we focus solely on this we are avoiding the obvious "nations" that are in our 
own backyard that we are responsible for reaching (Matthew 28).   And we are responsible to 
them as much as we are to people from the other side of the globe.   

A new generation is coming of age in the USA right now that is the largest and most 
unchurched generation in history.  Less than 20% of people born between 1980-2000 follow 
Christ or attend Church.  
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Questions: 
1. Think about the millennials in your life, or you may be looking at yourself as a millennial. 

• In the past 20-30 years, the rapid increase of technology and information access has 
fundamentally changed the way that we engage the world (i.e. entertainment, politics, 
culture) and relationships today. Therefore, what do millennials value?  1

• How have technological changes influenced what millennials value?  
• How have these changes influenced the way millennials engage with the church?  
• In what ways has the church failed to fulfill these values? 

2. Read 1 Corinthians 9:16-27.   
16 For if I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For necessity is laid upon 
me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 17 For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward, 
but if not of my own will, I am still entrusted with a stewardship. 18 What then is my reward? 
That in my preaching I may present the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my 
right in the gospel. 
19 For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of 
them. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became 
as one under the law (though not being myself under the law) that I might win those under 
the law. 21 To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (not being outside the 
law of God but under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. 22 To the weak I 
became weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all 
means I might save some. 23 I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in 
its blessings. 
24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run 
that you may obtain it. 25 Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive 
a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one 
beating the air. 27 But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to 
others I myself should be disqualified. 

• Statistics show that approximately 80% of 15-35 year-olds don’t have a relationship with 
Jesus. According to 1 Corinthians 9:16-27, what is the number one thing millennials 
need?  2

• What did Paul mean when he wrote 1 Corinthians 9:20-22?                                            
Here’s what he wrote: 20 “To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those 
under the law I became as one under the law (though not being myself under the law) 
that I might win those under the law. 21 To those outside the law I became as one outside 
the law (not being outside the law of God but under the law of Christ) that I might win 
those outside the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have 
become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some.” 

 Some examples may include: convenience, options, technology, flexibility, and freedom.1

 Like everyone else, the gospel is the number one need of millennials.2



• What could this look like in your own life? What could this look like in the life of the 
church? 

• In reference to 1 Corinthians 9:24-27, Adam mentioned in Sunday’s sermon that 
millennials value authenticity. If you are not serious about the gospel in your life, they 
will not take the gospel seriously. In what ways are you taking ownership and running 
your race of what it means to be a Christ-follower? 

SEND 
Application: 
1. Contextualizing the Gospel 

• In what ways could you sacrifice your own comforts, rights, etc. in order to more 
effectively reach others, including millennials? How could our church do this? 

• When you heard/accepted the gospel, how was it effectively communicated to you? 
How can you recreate that for people in your life, including millennials? 

• What are the most popular shows, movies, and entertainment among millennials? How 
can better understanding millennials’ interests help us more effectively reach them with 
the gospel? 

Prayer: 
Father, God, move us to love people in a way that we sacrifice ourselves for the sake of the 
gospel. 

Thought for the Week: 
Speak the gospel in a way it will be heard. 

If you or your Life Group would like to learn how to help reach millennials at Gateway, please 
contact Gateway’s Millennial Director, Adam Borsay (adamb@gatewayepc.org, 
419-423-5947).
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